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Tutor biography 

 

Nicholas James is a consultant in management and interpretation of historical resources. He is 

Director of Studies in Social Anthropology at Magdalene College. His research is on urban 

experience in Britain and India today and in Mexico present and past. 
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Course programme 

Friday  

Please plan to arrive between 16:30 and 18:30. You can meet other course members in the bar 

which opens at 18:15. Tea and coffee making facilities are available in the study bedrooms. 

19:00  Dinner 

20:30 – 22:00  Session 1    8000 years of urban life 

22:00 Terrace bar open for informal discussion 

Saturday  

07:30 Breakfast 

09:00  – 10:30  Session 2     Population and health 

10:30  Coffee 

11:00  – 12:30  Session 3     Citizens’ access to each other 

13:00   Lunch 

14:15 – 16:00 Session 4     Fieldtrip to Cambridge (please wear appropriate footwear 

and clothing)  

16:30  Tea 

17:00 – 18:30 Free        

18:30  Dinner 

20:00 – 21:30 Session 5     The ancient city 

21:30 Terrace bar open for informal discussion 

Sunday 

07:30 Breakfast 

09:00 – 10:30  Session 6    Planning: for and against 

10:30  Coffee 

11:00  – 12:30  Session 7    The future city 

12:45  Lunch 

  

 

The course will disperse after lunch 
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Course syllabus 

 

Aims: 

 

 Introduce the history and social anthropology of cities 

 Encourage participants’ confidence and competence in developing and appraising argument 

and evidence 

 

Content: 

  

More than half of the world’s population now lives in cities. Ancient pioneers notwithstanding, the 

shift from village life was very slow until a century or two ago. Have we learned yet how to cope with 

high density and anonymity?  

 

After reviewing the history of cities in all their variety, we shall consider how urban populations 

depend on the development and maintenance of engineered infrastructure. Then we shall assess 

the sociology and social anthropology of cities before setting out to explore parts of Cambridge as it 

copes with the weekend’s crowds. In comparing cities, next, in the Medieval and ancient world, will 

we decide that urbanists, social scientists and planners have now learned how to manage the 

politics and economics of urban life? If so, can we design our destinies; but, if not, can we anticipate 

the challenges to come? Those questions are not new and we have long heard both optimists’ 

answers and pessimists’. 

 

 

Presentation of the course: 

  

Sessions at the Hall will comprise Tutor’s presentations of issues and evidence, followed by 

discussions. The excursion to Cambridge will comprise exercises in observation. 

 

 

Outcomes: 

 

As a result of the course, within the constraints of the time available, students should be able 

to demonstrate that they can: 

 

 Identify and distinguish principal dimensions in urban anthropology and sociology 

 

 Recognise the principal theoretical approaches to the study of urban life 
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Reading and resources list 

 

Listed below are a number of texts that might be of interest for future reference, but do not need to 

be bought (or consulted) for the course. 

 

Author Title Publisher and date 

 

Fletcher, R 

 

 

Halliday, S 

 

 

Leick, G 

 

Mathews, G 

 

 

Parker, S 

 

The limits of settlement growth: a theoretical 

outline 

 

The great stink of London: Sir Joseph 

Bazalgette and the cleansing of the Victorian 

capital  

 

Mesopotamia: the invention of the city 

 

Ghetto at the center of the world: Chungking 

Mansions, Hong Kong 

 

Urban theory and the urban experience: 

encountering the city (2nd ed.) 

 

 

CUP 1995 

 

 

Sutton 1999 

 

Allen Lane 2001 

 

University of Chicago 

Press 2011 

 

 

Routledge 2015 

 

Reader, J 

 

Sennett, R 

 

 

Southall, A 

 

Cities 

 

Flesh and stone: the body and the city in 

Western civilization 

 

 

The city in time and space 

 

Heinemann 2004 

 

Faber 1994 

 

 

CUP 1998 

 

 

Website addresses 

 
Note Students of the Institute of Continuing Education are entitled to 20% discount on books 
published by Cambridge University Press (CUP) which are purchased at the Press bookshop, 1 
Trinity Street, Cambridge (Mon-Sat 9am – 5:30pm, Sun 11am – 5pm).  A letter or email confirming 
acceptance on to a current Institute course should be taken as evidence of enrolment. 
 
 

Information correct as of: 13 April 2016 

 


