
MSt in History 

Dr Samantha Williams & Dr Leigh Denault 

Course Directors 

Open afternoon, 1 November 2019 



YEAR 1 
Module 1: Theory, concepts and historiography  
29 September – 2 October 2020: 4 days 
 
Module 2: British local and regional history or Global history 
2 – 4 December 2020: 3 days 
 
Module 3: Sources, methods and research skills  
17 – 19 February 2021: 3 days 
 
Module 4: British local and regional history or Global history 
19- 21 May 2021: 3 days 
 

Year 1: four residential modules 

YEAR 2 
Saturday Day Schools: 
 
23 October 2021 
15 January 2022 
20 April 2022 
 



All students are taught together for modules 1 and 3 
 
Module 1: Theory, concepts and historiography 
Induction day: an introduction to the course and tours of the University and 
Seeley History libraries.  
 
Topics might include the Annales School, international history, gender, 
feudalism, race, class and social status, nations and states, religion. 
 
Module 3: Sources, methods and research skills 
Topics might include using library resources and archives, the census, 
microhistory, sources for early modern history, IT for historians practical, 
quantitative history, oral history, anthropology and history. 
 
Modules 2 and 4 are thematic pathways:  
British local and regional history or Global history 

 
Research for the dissertation must sit within one of these pathways. 



Sample timetables from a previous cohort: 
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Assessment: 

 
 
 
Year 1 
 
One 4,000 word essay per module, carrying 10% of the marks each. 
 
Unassessed research proposal essay at the start of year 2. 

 
 



YEAR 2 

There are 3 Day Schools:  
 
Day School 1: Workshop on research design, analysis, evaluation of sources & methods 
 
Day School 2: Linking your topic and the historiography 
 
Day School 3: Structure and presentation 
 
• A dissertation of 16,000-20,000 words, based on primary research, in British local and 

regional history or Global history, carrying 60% of the marks. 
 
 



See our website: http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/course/mst-history Apply on-line. 
 
‘Statement of intended research’  
 Area of research and chronological period 
 How the research contributes to the existing historiography on that topic 
 Primary sources  
600-1,000 words (2-5 pages) in length.  
 
The topic must fall within one of the MSt in History pathways: either British local and 
regional history or Global history. The research proposal is an essential element of the 
application since supervisors for the dissertation are secured before admission.  
 
Interviews: 16 & 17 January 2020; 15-17 April 2020. 
 
 

Application process       Deadline 31 March 2020 
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